
Name_______________________

Answer the questions below using the R.A.C.E. rubric. Points will be 
deducted for punctuation and capitalization errors. 

1. What is the setting of the story at the beginning of Chapter One ?  

2. Investigate: Although we are not told the year in which the story takes place we 
do  know that Mr. March has joined the army to fight in the American Civil War. 
What  were the years in which the war was fought? 

3. Not many novels have four protagonists as does Little Women. To help keep 
the four  sisters (Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy) straight match each with the following 
descriptions. 

Character Description

a) A tomboy

b) The pet of the family

c) The eldest

d) Not gifted with dramatic power

e) Fifteen years old

f) “Little Tranquility”

g) The youngest

h) Very pretty, plump and fair with large eyes



5. What idea did Beth come up with regarding how to spend their money for  
Christmas? 

6. What clue is there in the first chapter which might indicate that the March family 
is  not as poor as they let on? 

7.  A simile is a comparison using the words “like” or “as”. An example from 
Chapter One is, Meg had a voice like a flute... In this example, what is Meg's 
voice being compared to? Is this  meant to be a compliment? Why or why not? 

8.Personification is giving human qualities to something that is not human. The 
following is an example from Chapter One: … and Jo wandered through the airs 
at her own sweet will ...  What makes this personification?

9.What do the girls' actions show about how they feel about Marmee?



5. What does Jo do to Laurie’s room?

A. Clean it

B. Mess it up

C. Paint it

D. Put flowers in it

6. What effect did Jo’s visit have on 
Laurie? 

A. He stayed sick

B. He did not like the visit

C. He felt better

D. He got grounded



Mr. Laurence used to be a music teacher, so he taught Beth how to play the 
piano. 





Sketch your favorite scene from this chapter with a quote. 



Which sister tries to use big words but mispronounces them?


